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Around and below the chief of each family are his kinsfolk,
which claim to belong to his sept, and hold land of greater and
less extent, some independently of him, others on a sort of
grant from him. Where the Rajput himself cultivates he
hardly ever pays any rent; his freehold has its original signi-
fication of the holding of a free man, as distinguished from the
holdings of other castes and classes, which are assessed to land
rents according to the soil, as elsewhere in India. Very com-
monly the petty Rajput holds his fields on condition of service,
of protecting the village or the roads, or of attending in arms
on certain occasions; or it may be a special grant to compen-
sate bloodshed, to settle a feud, or to reward acts of valour in
the field. Sometimes these tenures represent the possessions
of the remnants of an earlier Rajput clan, which has kept its
freehold rights to the soil. Excepting some special grants, all
the lands either pay rent immediately to the ruling Chief, who
must of necessity be a Rajput, or to some minor chief within
whose lordship they fall; or else they are held by septs and
cultivating groups of Rajputs, who pay a fixed quit rent to
some overlord. And as in all these lands the lordship cannot,
in the still surviving phase of society, pass permanently out of
Rajput hands by which they are held on a sort of noble
tenure, it may be said that in the best preserved States the
territorial dominion of the clarL still survives unbroken. There
are grants of land, mainly terminable, made by the ruling
Chief to favourites and wives, while in the Eastern States
there are some non-Rajp6t beneficiaries; but all over the
West it would be difficult to find a single important estate not
held by a Rajput. Then there are of course assignments of
lands to temples and religious bodies, some of whom give nearly
as much trouble to Rajput Chiefs as ever churches and monastic
orders did to mediaeval European princes. It is difficult to
deal with a "holy man whose disciples are ready to bury them-
selves alive if the government puts pressure on their master
for land taxes, and thus to bring down a curse upon the whole
administration. This is the Hindu method of excommunica-
tion, very effective still in Rajputfina, and not to be faced with
impunity by the most powerful Chief. The best known remedy